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E"N\ In our modern free-spoken society

” ./ Ef
e word with a terrible history

N;*' \‘0-' a/@&"’ 'ﬁ)(_—%\ - Em

)
Just six seemingly harmless letters

4 That are forged to make swords

C Nov Croay 7 ¢

—

TG Moo lowny BEauNTesy Wamess i )

- 2 -p B
mm\\, AnIandanNﬂ

P9 \/o\, (Ora\ DR —“‘\\« (eSS\B\LITY -

\(:0\"\5 “A’\J" < ?LA(\J ("Oﬂ. 'E'_‘r.'\:

And it's important that we all respect

To Iecfa;.m the word as their own

o =
L [WJ».\(\' It doesn’'t mean the rest of you

Have the right to its use. K |

W vodsy \omx 5 . g
S0 never underestimate

-
\/“'\\ Y\Q\d 5 ~ \W“AA \J\'h n WX (0(,\([;\ M\L"Q‘Qx\o& . - The p?wer that language imparts
oW /‘Jé(\) a \m«b \«z\—b\ v ([ i\ on

f}_// ONI\ Sticks and stones may break your bones
& 3 But words can break hearts
\,.'k; NQXB a \ﬁv"& L“\*?\ (7 “0(-\( \&» (,\\, \A?V\'-e -

\"\;\\’,‘ u\fic?(,\ b Pl yl/v‘%)? (VAW VWQ&; Q,«\‘,Q.-\(\.—\, A couple ol 5%

(Geez unless you've had to live it)
an R and an E,

(Even I am careful with it)

An I and an N, ‘

In the end it will only offend p
< 33

Don’'t wanna have to spell it out again.

D,/ There is a word that we still hold taboo

Of being used to abuse, oppress and subdue

!\'{’(, \fOU 6(m ‘EQL /‘\\3 J Arr{a:ﬁ\ged in a way that will form a word
ﬂ(((ik \k}\) evl@v, M\' \{o_) Z \/ .7 With moretﬁb;v?‘et than the pieces of metal

D

Just six little letters, all jumbled together

lﬂ\f‘\ —““5 M\WT %L &M"\\N—‘k Have caused d‘{agnga that we may never mend.

M( ‘{ou Q CQ(‘I)VI 7 p D That :.f these people should happen to choose

w9
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Only a ginger can call another ginger ginger.

i

N
%nly a ginger can call another ginger ginger.

So listen to me if you care for your health ()
’+ (A

You don’t call me ginger ‘less you're ginger yourself.

[ -

[ oV ¢ —

o Yo E — it
Only a ginger can call another ginger ginger. _J 1

When you are a ginger, life is pretty hard
/

-

The years of ritual bullying in the school yard,
iy /=
Kids callin’ you ranga and f'anta pants

" No invitation to the high-school dance.

Em: _/_6;'

But ya get up and learn to hold your head up
= T
Ya try to keep ya cool and not get het up
i <
But until the feeling of ill has truly let up

— )
Then the word is ours and ours alone, don't ya know

Only a ginger..

So if you call us ginge, we just might come unhinged

If you don’‘t have a fringe with at least a tinge of the ginge in it

Only a ginger..

Now listen to me, we’re not looking for sympathy
Just because we‘re sensitive to UV
Just because we're pathetically pale

We do orright with the females

Yeah I like to ask the ladies round for ginger beer

And soon they’re running their fingers through my ginger beard.
And dunkin’ my ginger nuts into their ginger tea yeah.

And asking can they call me Ginge

And I say:"I don’t think that’'s appropriate”

Cos Only a ginger..
All the ladies, they agree, it’s a fact:
Once you gone ginge, you can’'t go back.

Only a ginger..

You can call us Bozo or firetruck
You can even call us carrot top or bloodnut
Yeah you can call us matchstick or tampon

But fuckin’ with the G-word is just not on.

If you're a gingerphobe and you don‘t like us
We’ll stand up to the fight if you wanna fight us
But if you cut yourself you might catch gingervitis

So maybe you should shut your funky mouth.

F v OF
Cos 0@1.;\- ginger...

So if you call us ginge, you can’t whinge if you're injured
If you don’t have a tinge of the ginge in your minge.
&E}\'ly a ginger..
And I l'mtl' my kids will always be clothed and fed
Cos Plp:l’l gonna be bringin home the ginger bread
And they’ll be pretty smart because they will be well-read

¥
And by read I mean read and the other kind of red.

' g e
Only‘ a ginger can call another ginger ginger -ﬁ(f_)
nly‘ a gingar ‘can call another ginger ginger }(K f }

.:l‘ust like nly a Ninja can sneak up on another ninjl

nly a ginger, oﬁqy a ginger, o fly a ginger "'
Are you liste: g-a?
F
I'‘m not pointing the finger
I‘m just having a sjinga
3 g -95' . C.” )
I am just reminding ya 59? A //
L

That only a ginger can call another ginger ginger.
CM) UAlsoee T VOX ] —






ood way to know
Be{memeGoodBookmdcugooqucwunog
If a thing was good or not that good or kind of touch and go

e 3 God decided he'd give writing allegoric prose a go

The Good Book - 1 R s bk 2ot e sen::n"Y “’°1“‘°°lﬁj‘"

gb F B 'n..'['?i said “This God is remgniscent of the N““E

Lifeizﬁkemoumvoyngemdowbodjesmuaesh‘ : 4 The nuumofmgid,bmlliﬁd_mebimwimh(:rsﬁ’;
/ de&omummﬂwmwcwgnldeﬁbemﬁ e qumnf!#&:m—n\?o“&té&def&%e" / -
‘ soml:‘_eq:usonourbem-ingsmel{:d ve us a gift ‘ 1‘:: é}rdmmmhym_mggmhnbookmithgoodmdiysabook.

And like most gifts ya get it was a boo-f‘ e

v

Itglywadonebookbmit'sa&odmokdon‘tyouknow sﬁ”mmgmbydwhmd

!mgewaylmbeugseﬂw&gdﬂogkmlhmespo % ] g But if she gets raped by a man

lemmknowhowtoiegoodit’s%ﬂ:eGmdBookngo, i’ then to marry him

Cos the GBod Book is a book and it is g8od and it's a botok. 3

o Stone her to death.
F i

lknowtheGoodBook'sgoodbemseﬂaeGoodBookuysit'sgood -
lknowﬁieGmdBookknowsit's o0od because a lyOoodBookwguld b

N

lf&j‘ummmmsm block ygur sars

2000 years
c» ¥ : To the accumulated knowledge of the Tast
You couldn’t cook without a cio book and T think it; undm%d € P i R &hﬁ\’un‘m off the %& /v /e /8
o i % ul : Then i ?
You can’t be good without 2 Good Book cos it is g%od and it's a book and it is good for cooking ch And CMY‘N only have to read one b?o?
» b vV ¥ia thank
I u'ie% ? read some other books but I soon gave up on that 3 b ] -
pe book's conten
The paragraphs ain't numbered and they cSmplicae the fiois - A RTrL e barky “:'
* \ 2 » i ions hence
1.chn’t read Harry Pty cos they're worshipplag false 4 SR Woes ritien g ":f’" .
iry desert-d en
And Dumbledore’s a poofter and that’s b%d cos it’s not good. BY.';?,P gl
¢ 2c -» ting in their dusty tents
Morality is written there in simple white and black 4

I feel sorry for you heathens got to think about all dat
Good is good and Evil's bad and goats are good and pigs are crap
You'll find which one is which in the Good Book cos it's good and it’s a book and it’s a book.

ust“g&m what heaven said
1
Was &zd'hefm they'd leavened bread

] fiist cos Jesus couldn’t read l
I had a cat she gave birth to a litter 877 hould need »
The kittens were adorable and they made my family laugh Ddesn’t mean that we shou v
But as they grew they started misbehaving ' " When manipulating human genes
h in th ‘ ; :
Sol dn;:ned the lm:; ﬁm ua:t hl::‘ng & / To alléviate pain or fight disease ‘
The answers can be found right there in Genesis. : When deciding whether it's wrong or right ﬁ
) D?'-. &'— To hé% the ‘fymg let go of life
Swlngyom'parmerbyﬂlehmd - I\
Have a baby if you can orwsgp a pregnancy when it's i
D D7 )
But if the voices in your head Jis a tiny blastocyst a/b# B
S:?m ifice your kid 4 There’s Po reason that we shouk‘i; o s r =
e your 818 Atant other BoBibut the Good Book cos it is §00d and it's a book 3
To satiate your loving God's ! ; ¥
Féish for dead baby blood And s a book and it’s quite good. - )
' Si Lo ‘-‘ELG.-._.L._._____\) | P iy
I Sple ﬁ: VB TR G?:f; i good and dii's bad and kids et Killed when G6d gets mad .
So raise that knife up in your hands. : ; & - \
- ; You'd bifier take a good look st the GSod Book. ¢
g - _—
- s B K s ¥ L b -
- E
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CONFESSIONS

D7 %3 Dt

I believe that women have the right to walk the streets at night

Lt :" v~ Aidesetbr afraid for their Iwcsw\

3. environme ntalism

I believe the p1ane|

And we must tre
at her ¢
Idon’t think we can assume we can j

that we live in is a living organism
arefully

Tt ust go on consumin
D7sl X7 = o ¥ Her resources indefinitely, g
) ! 1 believe a tvoman has the rlght_l,o choose what happens to her body
I thout‘suffering lheJudeement of the cnnservatwe right F;he earth’s not a Notmsie 53
& X I v X nd we can all do our little bit,
) ‘ Th 4 'r ) 4 -

CHofus
—————===—"Fuck I love boobs though
[ just really care for ‘em
They’re equally fun when they're aged 21
Or octogenarian.

And I believe that a \a\.m-na_l‘_-nl has the right to wear the clothes she likes

» thout bemg treated llkc dlﬁ
< G Ek
1 And thwe we men are pathenc how we seem to _]udge aesthetic
"4 (xc
As the measure of'a woman’s worth - oe
- ' -~ 1.

-
\. I'm asha.med on behalf of my sex 1or makmg Women feel like ob_]ecls

)

They’re just so flappy
o 9 b

- They make me feel happy
I Tucl\ I love boobs though, I just really Iove them _ 1 I'd rather eat boobs than a bap
L1404 »_
Fuck I love guubs thouah I just wanna rub lhem » X Be doop be doo
St e3 I just really love boobs.
They’re just so JDDh) they make me feel gmow b
- alt
I would r%the(r watch boobs than a frloile ~ E ‘ (:

7
Be doop be doo. 1 just really like bo.q;s

i 2. poverty (altruism )5

| believe the people are entitled to basic human rights
Whether they are rich or they're poor
I believe a world where no children are starving
Is a world worth fighting for

Evolutionary theory says bosoms are buttock like protrusions

d,g;.r‘d,,Ey_ohfd to tempt men in sttuanons when

DY/Fe The» can't geta glnmpse of your bé’ms
I find such hypotheses c'ﬁr% Il s like th&%oné  that says
Elpsnck is for ma]ung your lips Iouk more_

é.l]\t the I1ps of a Eapp} \agma
3

And 1 try to remind myself, even when I'm struggling Since theb%e?d that I can’t look my great aunt in theteye
Far

How incredibly lucky I am
And I don’t think it's ok that the luxuries | crave
Should come at the expense of my fellow man

Whv d they have to say that, oh \ﬁn” b {2 "
e =

From that first little suck ofcolostrum

I'm sure 1 could do a little more
To alleviate the suffering of the poor.
HoEuva
— = Fuck I love boobs though.

#

Dt e
To the grope of the the nurse in the oldPeopIe s hostel

. f ] P o {
I just really love them We're just fucking monkeys in shoes
1 don’t really mind if 1 am behind ¥ &mi
Below or above them. Andl-e—-1-e-
. s
. u s
They 're just so jubbly Will always l?ve boobs.
They make me feel lovely ~ -

I'd rather own boobs than a pub 3 ; v ;- Bb
Be doop be doop doop doo doo doo : E
1 just really love boobs.
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Inner North London, top floor flat,

All white walls, white carpet, white cat,
Rice Paper partitions,

Modern art and ambition.

The host’s a physician,

Bright bloke, has his own practice,

His girlfriend’s an actress -

An old mate of ours from home -

And they’re always great fun

So to dinner we've come.

The fifth guest is an unknown,

The hosts have just thrown

Us together as a favour

Cos this girl’s just arrived from Australia
And she’s moved to North London

And she’s the sister of someone

Or has some connection.

As we make introductions

I'm struck by her beauty,

She’s irrefutably fair

With dark eyes and dark hair,

But as she sits

I admit P'm a little bit wary

Clos 1 notice the tip of the wing of a fairy
Tattooed on that popular area

Just above the derriere

And when she says “I'm Sagittarian”
1 confess a pigeonhole starts to form...
And is immediately filled with pigeon
When she says her name is Storm.

Conversation is initially bright and light hearted
But it’s not long before Storm gets started:

“You can’t know anything,

Knowledge is merely opinion”,

She opines, over her Cabernet Sauvignon
Vis-a-vis

Some unhippily

Empirical comment made by me.

“Not a good start”, I think.

We’re only on pre-dinner drinks
And across the room

My wife widens her eyes,

Silently begs me, “Be Nice” -

A matrimonial warning

Not worth ignoring,

So I resist the urge to ask Storm
Whether knowledge is so loose-weave
Of a morning

When deciding whether to leave
Her apartment by the front door
Or the window on the second floor.

The food is delicious and Storm -
Whilst avoiding all meat -

Happily sits and cats

As the good doctor - slightly pissedly -
Holds court on some anachronistic
Aspect of medical history

When Storm suddenly insists,
“But the human body is a mystery!
Science just falls in a hole

When it tries to explain the nature
of the soul.”

My hostess throws me a glance - !

She, like my wife, knows there’s a chance

I'll be off on one of my rare but fun rants,
But I shan’t.

My lips are sealed.

I just want to enjoy my meal.

And although Storm is starting to get my goat,
I have no intention of rocking the boat...
Although it’s becoming a bit of a wrestle
Because - like her meteorological namesake -
Storm has no such concerns for our vessel:

“Pharmaceutical companies are the enemy,
They promote drug dependency

At the cost of the natural remedies

That are all our bodies need.



They are immoral and driven by greed.
Why take drugs when herbs can solve it?
Why use chemicals

When homeaopathic solvents can resolve it?
I think it’s time we all returned to live
With natural medical alternatives.”

And try as hard as I like,

A small crack appears

In my Diplomacy-Dike.

“By definition”, I begin

“Alternative Medicine”, I continue
“Has either not been proved to work,
Or been proved not to work.

Do you know what they call alternative
medicine that’s been proved to work?
Medicine.”

“So you don’t believe
In any Natural Remedies?”

“On the contrary actually -

Before we came to tea

I took a natural remedy

Derived from the bark of a Willow tree,

A painkiller that’s virtually side-effect free.
It’s got a weird name...

Darling, what was it again?

Maspirin? Baspirin?

Ah, Aspirin!

Which I paid about a buck for

Down at my local drugstore.”

The debate briefly abates

As our hosts collects plates,

But as they return with desserts
Storm pertly asserts,

“Shakespeare said it first:

There are more things in heaven and earth
Than exist in your philosophy.

Science is just how we’re trained to look at reality.
It doesn’t explain love or spirituality.

How does science explain psychics?

Auras? The afterlife? The power of prayer?”

I'm becoming aware

That I'm staring,

I'm like a rabbit suddenly trapped

In the blinding headlights of vacuous crap.
Maybe it’s the Hamlet she just misquothed

Or the sixth glass of wine I just quaffed
But my Diplomacy Dike groans

And the arsehole held back by its stones
Can be held back no more.

“Look , Storm, I don’t mean to bore ya

But there’s no such thing as an Aura.
Reading Auras is like reading minds

Or tea leaves or star signs or meridian lines
These people aren’t plying a skill,

They’re either lying or mentally ill.

Same goes for those who claim to hear God’s
demands

And Spiritual Healers who think they

have magic hands.

By the way,

Why is it OK

For people to pretend they can talk to the dead?
Is it not totally fucked in the head

Lying to some crying woman whose

child has died

And telling her you’re in touch with

the other side?

I reckon that’s fundamentally sick.

Do we need to clarify here

That there’s no such thing as a psychic?

What, are we fucking two?

Do we actually think that Horton Heard a Who?
Do we still think that Santa brings us gifts?
That Michael Jackson didn’t have facelifts?

Are we still so stunned by circus tricks

That we think that the dead would

Wanna talk to pricks

Like John Edward?”

Storm to her credit, despite my derision
Keeps firing off clichés with startling precision,
Like a sniper using bollocks for ammunition.

“You’re so sure of your position

But you’re just closed-minded.

I think you'll find

That your faith in Science and Tests
Is just as blind

As the faith of any fundamentalist”

“Hm that’s a good point, let me think for a bit...
Oh wait, my mistake,

That’s absolute bullshit.

Science adjusts its views

Based on what’s observed.

Faith is the denial of observation

So that Belief can be preserved.

If you show me that, say, Homeopathy works,
Then I will change my mind,

I’ll spin on a fucking dime,

T'll be embarrassed as hell,

But I will run through the streets yelling,

‘It’s a miracle! Take physics and bin it!

Water has memory!

And while its memory

Of a long lost drop of onion juice seems infinite
It somehow forgets all the poo it’s had in it!

You show me that it works and how it works
And when I've recovered from the shock,

T will take a compass and carve ‘fancy that’
On the side of my cock.”

Everyone’s just staring now,
But 'm pretty pissed and I've dug this far down,
So I figure, in for penny, in for a pound...

“Life is full of mystery,yeah,

But there are answers out there.
And they won’t be found

By people sitting around
Looking serious

And saying, ‘Isn’t life mysterious?
Let’s sit here and hope!

Let’s call up the fucking Pope!
Let’s go watch Oprah

Interview Deepak Chopra!’

If you’re going to watch telly,

You should watch Scooby Doo.

That show was so cool,

Cos every time there was a church with a ghoul
Or a ghost in a schoal,

They looked beneath the mask and

what was inside?

The fucking janitor or the dude who runs the
waterslide!

Because throughout history

Every mystery

Ever solved has turned out to be

Not Magic.

Does the idea that there might be knowledge
Frighten you?
Does the idea that one afternoon

On Wiki-fucking-pedia might enlighten you
Frighten you?

Does the notion that there may not be a
supernatural

So blow your hippy noodle

That you would rather just stand in the fog
Of your inability to Google?

Isn’t this enough?

Just this world?

Just this beautiful, complex,

Wonderfully unfathomable

Natural world?

How does it so fail to hold our attention
That we have to diminish it with the invention
Of cheap, man-made myths and monsters?
If you're so into Shakespeare

Lend me your ear:

“To gild refined gold, to paint the lily,

To throw perfume on the violet...

is just fucking silly.”

Or something like that.

Or what about Satchmo?

I see trees of green,

Red roses too...”

And fine, if you wish to

Glorify Krishna and Vishnu

In a post-colonial, condescending,
Bottled-up and labelled kind of way,
Then that’s ok.

But here’s what gives me a hard-on:

I am a tiny, insignificant, ignorant bit of carbon.
I have one life, and it is short

And unimportant...

But thanks to recent scientific advances,

I get to live twice as long

As my great great great great uncleses
and auntses.

Twice as long to live this life of mine.
Twice as long to love this wife of mine.
Twice as many years of friends and wine,
Of sharing curries and getting shitty

At good-looking hippies

With fairies on their spines

And butterflies on their ttties.

And if perchance I have offended,

Think but this and all is mended:

We’d as well be 10 minutes back in time,
For all the chance you’ll change your mind.”
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White Wine In The Sun

F

I'm looking forward to Christmas

B® F
It's sentimental I know but I just really like it
F
I am hardly religious
B® F
I'd rather break bread with Dawkins than Desmond Tutu to be honest
C C7
And yes I have all of the usual objections to %onsumerism
B

To the commercialisation of an ancient religion

To the westernisation of a dead Palestinian
F
Press-ganged into selling Playstations and beer
C
But I still really like it
F B F
I really like Christmas though I'm not expecting a visit from Jesus
C
I'll be seeing my dad
C7 A7 Dmi
My brother and sisters, my gran and my mum
F/C B’maj7
They'll be drinking white wine in the sun
C C7 A7 Dmi
I'll be seeing my dad my brother and sisters, my gran and my mum
F/C B’maj7

They'll be drinking white wine in the sun

I don't go in for ancient wisdom

I don't believe just cos ideas are tenacious it means they are worthy

I get freaked out by churches

Some of the hymns that they sing have nice chords but the lyrics are spooky
And yes I have all of the usual objections to the miseducation

Of children who in tax-exempt institutions are taught to externalise blame
And to feel ashamed and to judge things as plain right or wrong

But I quite like the songs

I'm not expecting big presents
The old combination of socks, jocks and chocolates is just fine by me

Cos I'll be seeing my dad

My brother and sisters, my gran and my mum

They'll be drinking white wine in the sun

I'll be seeing my dad my brother and sisters, my gran and my mum
They'll be drinking white wine in the sun

B"add2 F/A
And you my baby girl my jetlagged infant daughter
Gmi7 C11

You'll be handed round the room like a puppy at a primary school
B’add2 F/A

And you won’t understand but you will learn one day

Gmi7
That wherever you are and whatever you face
C11 A7 Dmi F/A
These are the people who'll make you feel safe in this world
B’add2
My sweet blue-eyed girl
B'add2 F/A
And if my baby girl when you're twenty-one or thirty-one
Gmi7 C11

And Christmas comes around and you find yourself nine thousand miles from home

Gmi7 F/A B’ Dmi C
You'll know what — e — ver  comes,

Gl A7 Dmi
Your brothers and sisters and me and your mum

F/C B’maj7
Will be waiting for you in the sun
C

Girl when Christmas comes

C11
Your brothers and sisters, your aunts and your uncles
A7 Dmi
Your grandparents, cousins and me and your mum
F/IC B" F/A Gmi7
Will be waiting for you in the sun, drinking white wine in the sun
c11 B® F/A Gmi7
Baby whenever you come, we'll be waiting for you in the sun
C11
Waiting

F B® F

I really like Christmas. It's sentimental I know




, Minchin © 2009

Tim



